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EVENTS & COMMENTS

Lady Hatter’s film
solves the mystery
of her hero father
✰

AN incident in Amsterdam played on the
mind of LADY IRENE
HATTER for more than 50
years.
Walking with her father, the
then-15-year-old was intrigued
when a man came running across
to speak to him.
“The man said to my father,
‘Aren’t you Sally Noach? You
saved my life!’,” Lady Irene told
me from her London home.
“My dad just responded to him,
‘Be well, stay well, enjoy life and
forget about it’.
“Afterwards, I asked my dad
about it and he just said maybe
he helped this man with some
papers or something during the
Second World War.
“I asked my mum about it
afterwards and she said, ‘Daddy
doesn’t like to talk about it’.
“You didn’t ask so many questions in those days and being a 15year-old back then was different
to now, and not as worldly.”
But the unknown man’s words
were true.
Lady Irene’s father was born
Salomon Noach in 1909, in the
provincial Dutch city of Zutphen.
Having left school at the age of
12 after fallin g out with a
teacher, he worked as a butcher’s

❝
It’s all about
memories and
remembering

boy and waiter before following
his father Jacob into the family
carpet business.
The family left for the Belgian
capital in 1927 and Sally became a
travelling textile salesman, settling in the northern French city
of Lille, where he became fluent
in French.
When the Netherlands and Belgium were invaded by the Nazis
in May, 1940, Sally fled by train to
Toulouse and later to Lyon, in
Vichy France, which was dubbed
the ‘Capital of Resistance’.
He remained in Lyon until September, 1942, when the Nazi Klaus
Barbie arrived to orchestrate the
final deportations of Jews to
Drancy and concentration
camps.
After the war, Sally returned to
Holland, where he traded in Persian carpets, with businesses in
Amsterdam, The Hague, Utrecht
and Arnhem, before settling in
London, where he and his wife,
Belgian-born Annie (nee Visser),
raised their three children, Irene,
Jacques and Victor.
After documents were discovered three years ago by Lady
Irene and Jacques — which
included thank you letters sent

ON THE MIC: Rabbi Aron Litwin and Michael Gastwirth’s on-board
entertainment on the flight back from Poland

Auschwitz trip ends
with emotional songs
on the plane home
JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY: Lady Irene Hatter and her hero dad Sally Noach
to Sally from survivors — the siblings decided to investigate further, which led to the film Forgotten Soldier, which helped Lady
Irene solve some of the mysteries
about her father.
Narrated by Jewish actors Zoe
Wannamaker and Henry Goodman,
it won the audience award at the
2018 UK Jewish Film Festival and
will be screened at numerous festivals across the world, including
in Toronto and New York City. A
release is planned for Manchester, too.
Lady Irene discovered that her
father had saved around 1,500
Dutch citizens — both Jewish and
non-Jewish — from certain death
at the hands of the Nazis.
In Lyon, Sally, under the cover
of working as an interpreter for
the Dutch consul, walked into
prisons and demanded the release
of people he claimed were Dutch
citizens, forgin g safe p assage
papers for them.
By 1942, the whole of France
was under Nazi occupation, so
Sally crossed the border into
Spain and then Portugal, before
he moved to London.
There, he became friendly with
Queen Wilhelmina, who had been
exiled from the Netherlands.
She encouraged him to write a
disparaging report about the failures of the Dutch officials in
France to come to the aid of the
Jews.
Awarded the prestigious Order
of Orange-Nassau in 1969, he was
persuaded by Crown Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands to write
his memoirs.
“My father was hesitant about
it, but he did write a little book,
although it contained very little
of what went on,” Lady Irene
explained.
“It has only been in the last few
years that people have come forward to say what he did for them.
“At a screening of the film in
London, someone stood up to say
that their great-grandp arents
were saved by my father, while
another said he saved her parents
and someone else said her father

was saved by my father as a 16year-old.”
After the war, Sally discovered
that 108 members of his close
family had not survived the Holocaust, including his parents, who
were murdered in Auschwitz.
There were a number of facets
as to why Lady Hatter decided to
make Forgotten Solider.
Lady Hatter, a mother-of-two
and grandmother-of-two, is married to retired industrialist Sir
Maurice Hatter, who is living with
Alzheimer’s Disease.
“For me, it is all about memories and rememberin g,” she
explained.
“Then there is the fact that
antisemitism is bubblin g up
again.”
Among the many people Lady
Hatter interviewed in the film
are Herman Vader, who now lives
in Florida, and 101-year-old chazan Adolf Aronson, who was captured by the SS when he was 20
and who lives in Amsterdam.
Lady Hatter said: “Making the
film was like a rollercoaster of
emotions, both metaphorically
and physically.
“There were so many of these
stories around, and they may
only be the tip of the iceberg.
“When we were filming Herman
in Florida, we showed him the
original documents we had found
of passport pictures of him, his
parents and his brother.
“It became so emotional, for
him, me and the crew, that we had
to stop filming a couple of times.
“Herman’s wife was in the room
and told us that it was the first
time she had heard his story —
they had been mar ried for 34
years, but he had never spoken
about it.
“Herman told me that, after
the war in Amsterdam, he would
meet up with my father and call
him ‘uncle Solly’.
“He would introduce him to
other people by saying, ‘this man
saved my life’.”
■ forgottensoldier.co.uk

A HIGHLY-emotional trip to Auschwitz ended with 13 Mancunians
✰
singing traditional Hebrew songs to a packed flight home — and a
video of the mile-high incident has gone viral.
MICHAEL GASTWIRTH, 35, said: “This was the first time I had been to
Poland, so although I’d watched various Holocaust films and heard
survivor interviews, never in my wildest dreams would I have ever
imagined how I would deal with actually being there.
“The three day trip, accompanied by Auschwitz survivor LESLIE
KLEINMAN, was emotionally charged from the lows to the highs and
being together with Seed really helped us understand and appreciate what
we were dealing with.
“On the return flight home, we had created a very close emotional
connection with each other.
“It wasn’t so much about the song and the fact that myself and RABBI
ARON LITWIN took over the plane’s microphone — which we would have
never done under any normal circumstances.
“It was more to do with the fact that nothing else really mattered apart
from celebrating the fact that we were Jewish and the Jewish nation was
still alive, continuing to spread love to the world.”
Michael and Rabbi Litwin began singing songs mid-flight among
themselves, but decided to introduce them to the rest of the flight.
And, to their surprise, everyone else joined in. And more than 20,000
people have viewed it online, on Youtube, Instagram and more.
The Salford-based salesman added: “People may have thought we were
crazy and looked at it in a very negative, cringeworthy-way, but I do
recommend everybody should visit Auschwitz especially with a group like
Seed, which gave us an experience to treasure for life.”
The other Mancunians were: RABBI SHAYA GRUNFELD, LEE and
RACHAEL HARRIS, SOPHIE WARNER, TASH WINBURN, JOSH and
VANESSA SERENE, NICOLA ROSE, GEMMA BERGER, NATAN ELFASSY
and MARK HICKSON.
■ Watch the video: tinyurl.com/GastwirthJT

Lord Mayor to visit Nicky
THE Lord Mayor of Manches✰
ter, Councillor June Hitchens,
will visit the Nicky Alliance Day
Centre on Thursday.
The centre holds its Purim party that day along with a megilla
reading by Rabbi Pinny Cohen.

There are discussion groups
with Ian Levy on Monday and
Wednesday.
Entertainment will be provided
by Jeff Spencer (Monday), Steve
Weston (Tuesday) and Maxine
Warner (Thursday).

HAVA LAUGH
atheist sends his son
✰AtoJEWISH
a non-Jewish school.

One day, the son returns home from
school and asks his dad: “Do you know
about all the Hindu gods and the Greek
gods and the . . .?”
His father, shaking with rage,

interrupts him and shouts: “I’m going
to tell you something now and I want
you never to forget it. There is only one
God — and we don’t believe in Him!”
■ Send your favourite Jewish joke to
newsdesk@jewishtelegraph.com

